YOU CAN FIND CREOSOTE BUSHES IN
CALIFORNIA, NEVADA, UTAH, ARIZONA,
NEW MEXICO, TEXAS, AND MEXICO.
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ONE OF THE OLDEST LIVING THINGS

When a certain variety of Creosote
gets very old, the main stems in the
middle die and the crown splits,
forming a circular ring.

King Clone, a Creosote Bush
growing in the Lucerne Valley of
California, is thought to be 11,700
years old. DNA testing proved that
what looks like a ring of bushes was
in fact, the same bush. Scientists
estimated the age by using
radiocarbon dating on pieces of wood
in the center of the ring, counting
growth rings, and comparing King
Clone to other Creosote Bushes.
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The CREOSOTE Bush

A pocket-sized field guide
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King Clone: 30 feet wide and nearly
70 feet long.

SATELLITE VIEW OF KING
CLONE, THE OLDEST CLONAL
CREOSOTE BUSH.
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AT ABOUT 90 YEARS OLD,
THE MIDDLE BEGINS TO DIE
AND THE STEM CROWN SPLITS
INTO SEPARATE CROWNS.
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The creosote bush, known by the
scientific name Larrea tridentata, is
one of the most common plants in the
Mojave, Sonoran, and Chihuahuan
Deserts.

Growing at elevations between sea
level and 5,000 feet, this evergreen
shrub blankets entire valleys in a
pattern of regularly-spaced bushes.

In addition to identification and
basic information, this pocket-sized
field guide explores some of the
talents that make this seemingly
ordinary plant one incredible species.
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A SUPER TOUGH PLANT

How tough are Creosote Bushes?
They’ve survived a thermonuclear
explosion. Out of 20 plants observed
to be destroyed by a blast in Nevada,
19 grew back from the roots after
their tops had been burned away.

They’re also tough on competitors.
Creosote bushes secrete a resin that
discourages other plants from
germinating near them. Their ability
to discourage neighbors, both through
allelopathy and pulling most of the
water from the soil, often gives them
a “planted” appearance where bushes

grow at regular intervals.
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DISTRIBUTION

Mojave Desert

Sonoran|Desert

Chihuahuan
Desert

Larrea tridentata
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WHEN
THE GOING GETS
TOUGH, THE TOUGH

- DEVELOP
N ALLELOPATHIC

/
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ALLELOPATHY: WHEN AN ORGANISM

PRODUCES BIOCHEMICALS TO INHIBIT THE

GROWTH OR SURVIVAL OF ANOTHER
ORGANISM.
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