INSECTS ARE
AWESOME!
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But the prickly pear grew great.
People planted the cactus as an
ornamental around their houses or
farms. It was easy to propagate. If
you broke off a pad or branch and put
it into the dirt, soon you’d have a new
plant.

The cactus was spread by birds
too: when they ate the fruit, the seeds
would pass through, landing with a
nice helping of fertilizer miles away
from where the parent plant had
grown.

After just a few years, people
realized that they has a big problem:
the prickly pear grew oo well in

Australia. .
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The BUG that saved
AUSTRALIA
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YOU KNOW
THAT PRICKLY PEAR
WE PLANTED BY MY
HOUSE LAST
MONTH?

COVERED UP
MY HOUSE.
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The prickly pear is a cactus native
to the Americas. It is edible, and both
the tender new pads and the fruit are
used as a source of food. In Mexico
the fruit are called funa and the pads
nopal.

Prickly pears grow very well in
warm climates and are well adapted
to drought. They don’t have leaves
(except for a very brief period when
new pads sprout). The stem tissue
grows into what are called pads. If
these flat disk-like segments are cut
off and placed on the ground, they
will form roots and grow into a new
plant.
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At the height of the prickly pear
infestation, it covered more than 60
million acres of land. That’s bigger
than the entire country of Great
Britain! 1t was spreading so quickly,
that each year an additional TWO
MILLION acres of land were being
covered in prickly pear. Entire farms
and houses were abandoned because
they’d been swallowed up by the
cactus.

It grew into dense spiny forests
that were enormous. Sheep and cattle
couldn’t eat the cactus because of the
spines, so the cactus ruined the land
ranchers were using to graze their
animals.
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FRUIT

FLOWER

THIS IS A PAD. IT IS GREEN
AND PHOTOSYNTHETIC,
BUTITIS NOT A LEAF!

Opuntina ficus-indica IS THE MOST
COMMON SPECIES. BUT THERE ARE MORE
THAN 120 DIFFERENT SPECIES OF PRICKLY
PEAR, MANY OF WHICH CAN HYBRIDIZE
AND INTERMIX, GIVING HUNDREDS OF
DIFFERENT VARIETIES.
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T NEVER SAW
PRICKLY PEAR GET
THIS BIG IN SOUTH
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